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Invitation 

The Triumphal Word: LUMS Literary Celebrations ‘14 

  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

LUMS Literary Society is holding its first ever 2-day literary festival ‘The Triumphal Word: LUMS 

Literary Celebrations’ seeking to encourage the students to express their literary inclinations in 

dimensions of writing, reciting and attending workshops, from all over Pakistan.  

We believe that every young mind and soul is brimming with talent that can be refined and polished with 

well-designed exposure and guidance. For this very reason, LUMS Literary Society has decided to merge 

its previous events and bring to you a collaborated, composed and dynamic affair that will serve as a 

platform for students with literary aspirations to come forward with their own creations and 

craftsmanship. We believe such competitions will help foster the originality and vision amongst our 

students. 

LUMS Literary Society cordially invites your respectable institution to join us on the 5
th

 & 6th of April, 

2014 at the Lahore University of Management Science (LUMS), and be a part of The Triumphal Word: 

LUMS Literary Celebrations ’14. 

Detailed description of all of our sub events at designed for this 2 day Literary Festival is attached with 

this letter. A registration form is also enclosed and it has to be filled by everyone who wishes to be a part 

of this festival. The deadline for sending the entries and registration forms is 24
th

 March, 2014. 

Please find a copy of the “Rules and Procedures” and “Payment Details” on the subsequent pages.  If 

there are still any queries, we will be happy to answer them. 

Regards, 

Aqeel Ahmad Yousafzai 

President 

 LUMS Literary Society 
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About The Triumphal Word; LUMS Literary Celebrations 

Just as we associate occasions of festivities with relations, religions, independences, victories 

here we invite every individual to celebrate the worth of words and expressions. We envision to instill in 

the youth value of articulation and the enormous substance it carries. To understand that expression is not 

only the fundamental and base of human existence, but also carries with it the incredible ability to 

transcend all tiers of mundane routine and rest in both, reality and fantasy. We want every participant to 

shape words according to their own will and freedom, so that words become acts, happenings and 

overwhelming cultures.  

Our event shall be shaped in five tiers;  

1) All Pakistan Writers’ Convention 

2) Paradigm of Aesthetics (Competitions) 

 Baitbazi 

 Literary Trivia 

 Poetry Recitation 

3) Workshop- Learning by Sharing 

4) Book Launches- the Big Bang of books 

5) Mushahira- An Aural Space  

The social event will be reserved for a Qawalli night. The Prize distribution will be accompanied with a 

Hi-Tea and refreshments. 

Participants from outside Lahore will be provided accommodation for one night. A request for 

accommodation can be made on the form attached. 

 

1) All Pakistan Writers’ Convention: 

The Writers’ Convention was initiated by LUMS Literary Society in 2012, and this year, we shall be 

hosting the Third Writer's Convention. Participants from across the country are invited to submit their 

original literary pieces, which after the scrutiny of our learned judges, are graded and winners are 

announced in each categories. Specific instructions and further details are mentioned in the Rules and 

Regulations category. Here we will encourage students to function in the territory of imagination and/or 

reality to produce crisp literary pieces. We would also endeavor that, with the consent of the writer, the 

winning pieces be published in some established literary magazine. There are seven categories in which 

students can participate. 

1. Urdu Poetry (Nazm, marsia, hamd, naat or azad nazm) 

2. Urdu Poetry (Ghazal) 

3. English Poetry  
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4. Urdu Prose (Afsana) 

5. English Short Story 

6. Urdu Essay  (Mazmoon Nawaisi) 

7. English Essay 

 

As part of our social responsibility initiative we’re introducing the theme of ‘Awaaz’ in our writer’s 

convention. This will be in collaboration with Aahang, a society at LUMS seeking to raise voice 

against intolerance and striving to put forward the spirit of inter-faith harmony. Awaaz will be a 

limitless arena where the ‘voice’ a student’s lamentations, reawakening or suggested solutions will be 

encouraged. This category is for the participants who desire to write for a cause and activism. Due to 

the transcendental genre of this themed writing competition it will be accepted in any written form 

from the above mentioned 7 categories.     

 

2) A Paradigm of Aesthetics (Competitions): 

 

 Bait-bazi:  

As a society that promotes literature, we believe that Urdu poetry needs to be celebrated in its 

truest essence and vigor. LLS has therefore planned to take an initiative in this regard by 

arranging, for the first time ever in the history of LUMS, a baitbazi competition not only promote 

but also benefit from this effort of reviving the brilliance of  Urdu poetry. 

 

 Literary Trivia: 

This will bring a fun and fluid dimension to this 2 day literary festival. Participating teams will be 

tested on both objective and subjective inquiries. This will be a combination of short question and 

answers, writing exercise and translation attempts.  

 

 Poetry Recitation: 

This will allow participants to recite a piece of poetry of their own choice; Urdu or English. They 

will have a time frame of 4-5 minutes for their recitation. The participants, ideally, will have 

memorized the poetry verses by heart. By learning poems/poetry by heart, students develop 

lifelong relationships with poetry while improving their language, public speaking and 

memorization skills. 

 

3) Workshops by guest-speakers: Learning by Sharing 

Motivational speakers and inspiring writers will be invited to share their experiences and guide students. 

The trick of turning ordinary into extraordinary by the means of sincere hard work will be shared. 
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Workshops on topics like fiction writing, blogging, satire, travelogue writing and the importance of 

learning different languages etc are being planned. Another workshop accompanied by an awe aspiring 

exhibition by the Citizens Archive of Pakistan (CAP) is being planned as well. CAP is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to cultural and historic preservation and educational outreach. Sharmeen Obaid 

Chinoy, the first and the only Pakistani Oscar winner is the president of CAP. The students attending any 

of these workshops will find that space a very enriching learning experience. Furthermore, for every 

workshop session, an elaborative question and answer session will be held with the guest speakers to give 

the students an opportunity of a more exclusive and focused discussion.  

4) Book Launch: The Big Bang of Books 

The students participating in The Triumphal Word: LUMS Literary Celebrations will have an opportunity 

to attend a session on book launches. The eminent authors with their creative products will be present 

there to inspire all those who want to write books and become literary icons in future. This will serve as a 

good space where these authors can share their own experiences and difficulties faced by them with the 

younger ones for their guidance. A teaser is also arranged for an upcoming book by a very young author 

and it will serve as a surprise for the all the students. 

5) Musha'ira: An Aural Space 

Musha'iras have been a vital part of the Sub-continental literary tradition. Poets recite their own works in 

the presence of a large audience, and their contemporaries. A musha'ira is being organized by the LUMS 

Literary Society for the participants of The Triumphal Word – LUMS Literary Celebrations, where well 

known and recognized poets will be reciting their works and the audience will enjoy the experience. 

 

Rule and Participation Procedures 

1) Writer’s Convention 

 

 There is no specific topic to which the students have to adhere to. The point is to let the students’ 

creativity flow. 

 There is no specific word limit to prose in both English and Urdu. The quality, rather than 

quantity, of words will be judged. 

 The literary piece can be printed or hand written 

 If any entry is found to be plagiarized or copied, the participant will automatically be disqualified 

without exception. 

 A student may send entries for more than one category, however, please note that entry fee will 

be charged per entry as described in the payment details. 
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 Please ensure that the participants mention all of the following details on the front page of their 

writing pieces and send them before March 24
th
, 2014: 

a. Participant’s name 

b. Grade/Class 

c. Cell Phone number 

d. Email address 

e. Institution name 

f. Institution’s address 

g. Category (for example Urdu Ghazal or English Short Story) 

 

 The pieces will be judged by well-known writers and linguists who are authorities in their field 

and their decision will be final. 

 Certificates will be given to all the participants regardless of the fact that whether they can attend 

the prize distribution ceremony at the Literary Festival or not. Certificates for all those who are 

unable to come to LUMS will be mailed on the address provided. 

 Prizes will be given to the winners of each age category and of each type of writing category 

 

2) A Paradigm of Aesthetics 

 

 Baitbazi: 

 

 Each team will consist of 2 or 3 members. 

 All the team members will be allowed to contribute to the team’s responses during the game. 

However, only the first response spoken aloud will be considered and candidates will not be 

allowed to change it. 

 First round will be Round Robin. One team from each group will qualify for the quarter-finals. 

 In case of tie in the Round Robin, the buzzer round will decide the place qualifier. 

 Every match will be of 15 minutes. If the winner is not decided in the allotted time, then it will be 

decided with the consent of judges based on eloquence, pronunciation and accuracy of the verses 

delivered by each team. 

 Participants will not be allowed to communicate with the audience during the match.  

 No helping material such as poetry books/notebooks/paper will be allowed in the auditorium 

during the match. 

 Verdict of the judges will be considered final and no challenges to the decisions will be allowed. 

 If any team fails to respond within 15 seconds of the cue given, the match will end with the 

opposite team being declared winner. 

 Every participant on the team will have to register individually but it is mandatory to mention the 

names of the other participants of your team on the registration form. 
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Literary Trivia 

 

 Teams of 2-3 participants can participate but if a student wants to participate individually, can 

also do so. 

 There will be 5 rounds to this competition. The first one will be a round robin. 

 Round Robin: Clips from movies will be played and participants will be expected to guess the 

author of the novel on which the movie is based.  

 The qualifying teams will compete in the following three rounds: 

i. Round one: Famous ghazal audio clips will be played, the author/poem will have to be guessed. 

ii. Round two: Well-known dialogues will be given for translation; either Urdu to English or English 

to Urdu 

iii. Round three: A few questions about the themes, motifs, imagery or genres in well-known 

narrative works. 

 Scores will be accumulated and the top five teams will qualify for the final round.  

 Final round: The team will be given a prompt and in 30 mins a short story/essay/poem/play will 

have to be written with sufficient presence of dialogue, plot and characters. 

 For the audio and video clips participants will be given 30 seconds to guess the relevant inquiry.  

 In the first round, each team will be asked 5 questions. 

 In case of tie in the round robin, a short surprise contest will be introduced to resolve the matter.  

 For round 3, we will try to accommodate as many answers as long as they are relevant and 

academically accepted. 

 The final round will be judged by a well-known play writer/author to ensure partiality in the 

decision making.  

 All the team members will be allowed to contribute to the team’s responses during the game. 

However, only the first response spoken aloud will be considered and candidates will not be 

allowed to change it. 

 If you are participating as a team, every participant on the team will have to register individually 

but it is mandatory to mention the names of the other participants of your team on each of the 

registration forms. 

 

Poetry Recitation: 

 Participants have the liberty of bringing in whichever poem or piece of poetry they will. 

 If not adhered to time frame, participants will be downgraded.  

 There will be separate categories and winners for Urdu and English category.  

 Marking will be judged on a number of criteria, including but not limited to pronunciation and 

quality of the poetry. 

 The event will be judged by famous poets and literary icons and their decision will be final. 
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Profiles of Tentative Judges and Speakers 

Intezar Hussain: Mr Intezar Hussain is an eminent Urdu fiction writer. He writes short stories and novels 

in Urdu, and also columns for newspapers in English. He has received many awards from Pakistan, India 

and the Middle East. The Seventh Door, Leaves are some of his books translated into English. His few 

prominent writings are "Basti","Hindustan Se Aakhri Khat", "Agay Samander hai", "Shehr-e-Afsos" & 

"Wo Jo Kho Gaye". 

Salima Hashmi: Salima Hashmi is an acclaimed Pakistani artist, cultural writer and a painter. She has 

also authored a critically lauded book titled "Unveiling the Visible: Lives and Works of Women Artists of 

Pakistan" in 2001. In 2006, Hashmi co-authored a book titled 'Memory, Metaphor, Mutations: 

Contemporary Art of India and Pakistan', published by Oxford University Press. She is the eldest 

daughter of one of Pakistan's most renowned poets, Faiz Ahmed Faiz and her latest work includes a series 

of illustrations to accompany English translations of her father's poetry. 

Zia Moheyudin: Zia Moheyudin  is a Pakistani actor, narrator, producer, director and 

television broadcaster who has appeared in both Pakistan and British cinema throughout his career. To 

this date, despite his growing age, Zia is still active among Pakistani media as a speaker and hosts several 

TV programs both for National and Private Channels. He is also involved in narrating Urdu and English 

poetry, prose, some abstract short films and commercials. 

Dr. Noman-ul-Haq: Dr. Syed Noman-ul-Haq is an international scholar and intellectual 

historian of Pakistani origin known especially for his contributions to the fields of Islamic history 

and Islamic philosophy.. In his career spanning twenty years, Dr. Haq has gained widespread 

repute for his teaching, publications and editorial and research work. 

 

Mohsin Hamid: (born 1971) is a Pakistani author best known for his novels Moth Smoke (2000) and The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist (2007). Hamid has also written on politics, art, literature, travel, and other 

topics. His journalism, essays, and stories have appeared in TIME, The Guardian, Dawn, The New York 

Times, The Washington Post, The International Herald Tribune,
[
 the Paris Review, and other 

publications. 

 

Musharraf Ali Farooqi: Musharraf Ali Farooqi is an author, novelist and translator. He was among the 

five writers shortlisted for Asia’s most prestigious literary prize in 2012. His novels and fiction include 

Tik-Tik: The Master of Time - Children's Novel, Rabbit Rap - An illustrated novel, Between Clay and 

Dust,The Amazing Moustaches of Moochhander the Iron Man & Other Stories, Salar Jang's Passion. His 

famous translations include Hoshruba: The Land and the Tilism  and the The Adventures of Amir Hamza.  

 

Masood Ashar: Mr. Masood Ashar is a well known short-story writer and is also celebrated for his 

works as a translator as well. He spent a very eventful and successful career of almost forty years in 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People_of_Pakistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writer
http://www.amazon.com/Unveiling-Visible-Lives-Artists-Pakistan/dp/9693513614
http://www.amazon.com/Unveiling-Visible-Lives-Artists-Pakistan/dp/9693513614
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faiz_Ahmed_Faiz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistani_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_actor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narrative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_producer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_director
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presenter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistani_cinema
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_cinema
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journalism as the editor of newspaper Imroz. Mr. Ashar has given some very good short stories to Urdu 

literature and to this day continues to write short stories. 

 

Moin Nizami: Mr Nizami obtained his Ph.D. in 2001 in Persian Language & Literature. He has been 

teaching for twenty years in capacity of Professor, Associate Professor, lecturer and along with in many 

ranks and designation in different institution like LUMS, University of the Punjab, Iran Culture Centre, 

Cultural Conciliate, Iran Embassy in Islamabad.  

 

Saeed Ghazi: Mr. Saeed Ghazi has been an Assistant Professor of English at the Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS) since August 2004. He started his career as a banker in (what is now) a 

Global Fortune 500 company. He completed his M.A. and Ph.D. in English from the University of 

Toledo, Ohio, USA. He has taught a range of undergraduate courses in British and American Literature 

and his principal research interests are in Elizabethan theater and British Romantic Poetry. 

Ali Usman Qasmi: Ali Usman Qasmi received his PhD from the South Asia Institute of Heidelberg 

University in March 2009. Before joining LUMS, he was a Newton Fellow for Post Doctoral research at 

Royal Holloway College, University of London. He has published extensively in reputed academic 

journals such as Modern Asian Studies, The Muslim World and The Oxford Journal of Islamic Studies.  

Yasmeen Hameed: Yasmeen Hameed has over twenty five years of experience in the fields of education, 

literature and art. She has authored four books of poetry in Urdu. She has contributed to the column called 

Poetic Justice of the Books & Authors section of The Daily Dawn, through which she introduced and 

translated forty two contemporary Urdu poets. She has been awarded the Fatima Jinnah Medal for 

Literature and Tamgha-i-Imtiaz for Literature by the Government of Pakistan.  

Zia ul Hasan: Dr. Zia ul Hassan is an Adjunct Faculty member at LUMS. He is a very popular teacher at 

LUMS and teaches courses like “Classical Urdu Prose” and “Urdu Afsana”.  

Farrukh Khan: Furrukh Khan has a PhD in Postcolonial Studies from University of Kent at Canterbury, 

where he taught for two years prior to coming to LUMS. His publications have appeared among others in 

Index on Censorship, AngloFiles and The International Journal of Punjab Studies as well as a chapter in 

The Novels of Bapsi Sidhwa and in Gender, Conflict and Migration. Mr. Furrukh was selected as the 

South Asia Fellow by Social Science Research Council in 2003.  

Bilal Tanweer: Bilal Tanweer is a writer and translator. His fiction, poetry and translations have 

appeared in various international magazines including Granta, Vallum, Critical Muslim, and Words 

Without Borders. He was one of Granta's "New Voices for 2011" and one of the eleven recipients of the 

2010 PEN Translation Fund Grant. He holds an MFA in Writing (fiction) from Columbia University for 

which he received a Fulbright Scholarship. He has recently published his first novel ‘The Scatter Here is 

too Great’. 
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Payment Details 
 

Please identify your participation status and the relevant payment details from the options given 

below: 

 

  If you are sending an entry for the Writer’s Convention through your school, the entry fee will be 

Rs. 500 per entry. A student may send entries for more than one category, however, please note that 

entry fee will be number of entries times Rs. 500/-. (For instance a student sending two entries, an 

Urdu Essay and an English Poem, would have to pay Rs. 1000/-) 

 If you are sending an entry for the Writer’s Convention privately, the entry fee will be Rs. 700 per 

entry. A student may send entries for more than one category, however, please note that entry fee 

will be number of entries times Rs. 700/-. (For instance a student sending two entries, an Urdu Essay 

and an English Poem, would have to pay Rs. 1400/-) 

 If you are not sending any entry in the Writer’s Convention but want to attend the two day Literary 

Festival at LUMS on the April 5th & 6th , the fee will be Rs. 1000/- per participant. 

  If you are sending any entry for the Writer’s Convention  and want to attend the two day Literary 

Festival at LUMS on the April 5th & 6th, the fee will be Rs. 700/- per participant in addition to the 

fee for the entries being sent by you. 

 If you want to participate in the any of the Bait-Bazi, Literary Trivia or Recitation competitions 

(regardless of the fact that you have sent any entry for the Writer’s Convention or not), every 

participant will have to pay an additional Rs. 200/- per competition. For example, a student has sent 

an entry for the writer’s convention through school and wants to participate in Bait Bazi and Literary 

Trivia, his total would be Rs. 1600 (Rs.500 for Writer’s Convention entry + Rs. 700 for attending the 

LUMS Literary Festival + Rs. 200 for BaitBazi Registration +Rs. 200 for Literary Trivia 

Competition Registration). 

 Accomodation: All those out station students who wish to have accommodation provided by LUMS 

for the night stay on the April 5th, 2014 will be provided space at an off-campus location and will be 

charged an additional Rs. 1000 per night per person. 

 Please fill the attached registration form and send it back to us in a sealed envelope containing the 

creative work (if sending an entry for the Writer’s Convention) and the Bank Draft for relevant 

participation status. 

 If more than one student is applying from a single institution, please make copies of the registration 

form and one form will be filled by only one student. It will be the responsibility of the institution to 

send us all the forms together in a single package. 

 Failure to mention the complete details (picture, address and payment details) on the registration 

form may result in the cancellation of the entry.   

 Please make sure that your envelope is addressed to Mr. Muhammad Ali Shah, Officer Extra 

Curricular Activities, Office of Student Affairs, Lahore University of Management Sciences 

(LUMS), Opposite Sector U, D.H.A Lahore. 
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 The bank draft of the correct amount should be made in favor of “Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS)” and should have the participant’s name, institution’s name and 

contact number on the back side of the draft. 

 The payment draft and registration forms should reach us by March 24
th
, 2014. 

  Participants have to notify on the following email address: lls@lums.edu.pk after they have 

dispatched their entry/ registration form. If they do not have emailing facility, message to confirm on 

one of the following numbers: 0323-8473131 or 0314-4513979. In case of any queries, please 

contact Umar Tariq at 0323-8473131 or Aqeel Ahmad 0314-4513979 or email us at 

lls@lums.edu.pk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

LUMS Literary Society (lls@lums.edu.pk) Page 11 

 

Registration Form 

The Triumphal Word – LUMS Literary Celebrations’ 14 

(Note: This form is to be used by just one student. Copies of this form can be made if more than 

one student is registering. Please send it back, filled, by the 24
th

 of March.) 

 

 Name: 

 Age: 

 Class/Year: 

 

 Institution/Department:                                                                         (Attach a recent photograph here) 

 Institution Address: 

 

 Are you sending any entry for the Writer’s Convention? Yes/ No 

 If yes, how many? _____ 

a) If sending through school, then payment is number of entries* Rs. 500. So your payment = 

________ 

b) If sending privately, then payment is number of entries* Rs. 700. So your payment = ________ 

 

 Are you attending the 2 Day Literary Festival in LUMS? Yes/ NO 

c) If yes, then your payment = __________ 

(Rs. 700/- in case you are participating in the Writer’s Convention and Rs.1000/- in case you are 

not participating in the Writer’s Convention) 

 

 Besides attending, are you also participating in any of the competitions like BaitBazi, Literary 

Trivia and Recitation? Yes/ No 

 If so, which competitions? __________________________________________ 

d) An additional payment of Rs. 200 per competition per participant will be charged. So your 

payment = ___________ 

 

 Do you want to avail accommodation for the night stay on the 5
th
 April? Yes/No 

e) If so, additional payment of Rs. 1000 per person = ___________ 

 

Total Payment Draft Attached for Rs. ____________ (It should be the sum of a, b, c, d & e) 

For queries/ concern please don’t hesitate to contact on lls@lums.edu.pk or send a text on the following 

numbers: 0323-8473131 or 0314- 4513979 

mailto:lls@lums.edu.pk

